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Manchester Centre for Public History and Heritage 
(MCPHH)

Welcome! As you will imagine the work of the Manchester Centre for Public History 
and Heritage has faced significant disruption due to Covid, but we have continued 
to support a range of activities and have hosted more in-person events in 2022. We 
are pleased to be participating in a research network asking the question ‘What Is 
Public History Now?’ following a successful bid to the Arts and Humanities Research 
Council. There will be events on this theme through the year. We continue our own 
public lecture series, which featured a special series on disability history, the Sam 
Johnson Memorial Lecture, given this year by Professor Natan Meir, as well as talks 
from Dr Thomas Cauvin of the University of Luxembourg, outgoing president of 
the International Federation for Public History; Professor Sarah Bond, an expert on 
Roman history at the University of Iowa (a joint event with the Classics Association); 
and Dr Anna Hájková of Warwick University, an expert on LGBTQ+ histories and 
the Holocaust. Haseeb Khan, our Graduate Research Assistant, has been working 
on updates to our blog and podcast, and we are always keen to hear from potential 
contributors. Within Manchester, we continue to work with Manchester Histories, and 
are looking forward to participating in their next festival in June. We have worked with 
the City Council to develop a new creative heritage project on the River Irk Valley, to 
begin in autumn 2022 under the auspices of the Leverhulme Unit for the Design of 
Cities of the Future, and continue to support local organisations with training events. 

Prof Catherine Fletcher
Director, MCPHH

www.mcphh.org
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Editorial
In spring 1987 when the first number of the Manchester Region History Review (MRHR) 
was published, the editors Alan Kidd, Ken Roberts and Terry Wyke, then without a grey 
hair between them, welcomed readers to a new journal ‘devoted to promoting interest 
in all aspects of the history of the Manchester region’. A cornucopia of information 
followed, a mixture of articles, reviews, bibliographies and calendars. The new journal 
was intended to pick up on a ‘growing enthusiasm for local history’ and ‘an increasing 
awareness of the significance of this region’s past’. It’s clear that the journal did just 
that and became an indispensable resource for anyone who wanted to know the latest 
historical round up on the Manchester region.

In fact, the ‘Manchester region’ was always intended to be something of a broad 
church. The very first editorial identified a region extending to Blackburn and Burnley 
in the north, Knutsford and Macclesfield in the south, Wigan and Warrington in the 
west, and Saddleworth and Buxton in the east. That didn’t stop articles appearing in due 
course which covered the Lake District, or even Liverpool. 

The MRHR has come a long way, but over time struggled to make ends meet 
with a model that delivered hard copy only to a subscriber base. Changing to themed 
volumes in 2005, with a guest editor, enabled us to concentrate on particular topics, 
assembled by an expert in the field, but which clearly could not suit all the readers all 
the time. The last number of the ‘old’ MRHR appeared in paper form in 2014, guest-
edited by Dave Russell and covering popular music since the 1950s.

Now, the MRHR is being relaunched in a New Series. The opening up in recent 
years of different ways of delivering written material offers us a means to distribute 
the MRHR in a way now that is truly liberating. The MRHR is now freely available to 
anyone with an internet connection. Information subject to change, such as calendars, 
blogs, podcasts, ongoing reviews, are still here, to be found on the website of the 
Manchester Centre for Public History and Heritage (MCPHH). 

The first and the last 
of the original series
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Subject matter is evolving too. The first numbers, in line with the research 
interests of much of its editorial board, tended to the Victorian, the social and the 
political. Now, a broader perspective is expected, to include gender, race, heritage 
and a much wider public engagement in histories. The publisher of the MRHR now, 
the MCPHH, is clearly focussed on this remit. Approaches and methods will always 
change, but now we are more likely to talk of ‘heritage’, or ‘public history’. What is 
evident though, is that the original MRHR was engaging with those very themes and 
ideas from the outset. It has always brought local history, written with enthusiasm 
by academics and non-specialists, to a wide audience, and one not just within the 
Manchester region. It is that goal that this New Series seeks to reach.

The subject matter of the articles here, then, are intended to make a start 
at meeting this brief. Alison Ronan, a research fellow at MMU, has explored the 
backgrounds of the two Manchester-based pacifists Phillis and Allen Skinner and how 
they came to the attention of the security services. Peter Wadsworth, based at the 
University of Manchester, has written of his experiences ‘doing’ public history, in this 
case exploring the background to Strawberry recording studios in Stockport and then 
celebrating its contribution to the town and region in a public exhibition in Stockport 
Museum. 

The MRHR will continue to bring research by amateurs and professionals alike 
into the public domain. Work by non-professionals, or early-career researchers, is 
especially welcome. The next article, then, is by Tracey May Boyce, a post-graduate at 
MMU, who develops her research on the Diorama, a visual spectacular which briefly 
mesmerised the public in Manchester in the 1820s. Next, Richard Bond, a regular 
contributor to the Manchester Group of the Victorian Society, shares his research into 
the six children of the noted radical boroughreeve Thomas Walker, whose notoriety 
has hitherto tended to mask their activities. And finally, Chris Makepeace shares his 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the mapping of Manchester over the last two centuries. 
In fact, Chris offers one line of continuity between the original and the New Series of 
which we are particularly proud. He became the MRHR’s book review editor, and in 
the very first edition back in 1987 he had a book of his own for review (Old Manchester 
Illustrated [1985]).

 Meanwhile, we welcome approaches for contributions. Interested writers 
should ideally send an abstract to the editor Craig Horner, and once commissioned, 
articles are typically 4,000 to 6,000 words. The plan is, the New Series will appear 
annually in the summertime, available from the website of the MCPHH. We hope you 
like our new venture. 

Craig Horner
Manchester, May 2022


