The family of the radical boroughreeve,
Thomas Walker (senior) of Longford
Richard Bond
No study of the politics of late-eighteenth-century Manchester would be complete
without reference to Thomas Walker senior (1749–1817),1 who was particularly in the
public eye between 1784 and 1794. He had made a name for himself as an opponent
of Pitt’s fustian tax and then as the leader of a Manchester-based campaign against
slavery, rising to the elevated status of boroughreeve of Manchester in 1790.2 However,
his support of radical issues, such as his support for Thomas Paine, attracted a backlash
which resulted in him being tried for conspiracy in 1794. Though acquitted, the case
led him to step out of the limelight and moreover left him £3,000 out of pocket. This
caused him to find a new home, in 1797,3 on the Longford estate in Stretford, while the
business he ran with his brother Richard Walker was reduced to bankruptcy in 1800.
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So remarkable was his public career however that he completely overshadowed
his six children – who were said to be ‘all remarkable for great personal beauty, and
who created a sensation when they drove into Manchester in their personal carriage,
drawn by four horses, or when they appeared at the theatre.’4 It is the three sons who are
the subject of the following study, as very few records survive for the three daughters,
Amelia (1776–1804), Margaret (1779–1835) and Louisa (1782–1853).
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The three sisters are all recorded on the family memorial in Old St Clement’s
churchyard, Chorlton cum Hardy. The years are corroborated by baptism and burial
records, which also confirm that all three were born before their siblings, and that none
of them married. It is presumed all three lived on the Longford estate in Stretford. The
two eldest had died before the census of 1841 but Louisa is recorded living there with
her brother Charles James Stanley Walker in the census of 1841 and again in 1851. The
only other documentary record of note is that Margaret left a will, in 1835.
Though Thomas Walker senior died in 1817, he left no will and his estate was
not settled until 1821, following the death of his widow Hannah earlier that year. His
estate was valued at ‘under £5,000’ in 1821,5 so he had made something of a recovery.
A detailed 1817 description of the ‘desirable country residence’ of Longford underlines
it was a substantial property.6 Under the intestacy rules, the realty, that is, the Longford
estate, passed to his eldest son Thomas Walker junior, while the disposal of the liquid
assets was a matter for negotiation among the children, all three daughters and the sons
Thomas junior, George Henry and Charles James Stanley Walker.
Thomas Walker junior (1784–1836)7 was a graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge,
taking a BA in 1808 and an MA in 1811, before being called to the Bar at the Inner
Temple in 1812. After his father’s death, he remained at Longford for some years,
maintaining his particular interest in township affairs, which was well described by John
Eglington Bailey in an 1878 lecture. Bailey wrote:
Drawing on the doctrines of Malthus, he [Walker] made a distinction
between poverty and pauperism, arguing that poverty tried to cure itself
while pauperism strove to contaminate others. He carried out his view
into the management of the Stretford workhouse (then near the Watermeetings), which he speedily emptied. In four years, he reduced the
expenditure on the poor from £812 to £368. In 1822 the inhabitants
presented him with a silver cup by way of gratitude.8
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In 1826, Walker published Observations on the Nature, Extent, and Effects of
Pauperism, and on the Means of Reducing It. The Poor Law Act of 1834 is said to have
drawn on ideas in a pamphlet he wrote the same year. At some point he moved to
London, as he was appointed a magistrate for the Whitechapel court in 1829, and then
Lambeth Street a year or two later.9
In May 1835, he began to publish a weekly periodical called The Original which
featured essays on a variety of topics, a particular favourite being ‘Aristology, or the
Art Of Dining And Giving Dinners’. No detail seemed too small, for example, ‘It is
sound practical philosophy to have mustard upon the table before the arrival of toasted
cheese.’10 Other regular subjects included health and pauperism, while he also reprinted
letters he wrote on a trip he made to Italy in 1822. May 1835 was also when he wrote
his will, perhaps already concerned about his health. Indeed, ill health led him to go to
the Continent, which is how he came to be staying in Brussels in January 1836 where
he fell ill and died, being buried in the cemetery there.
George Henry Walker (1789–1838), like his brother Thomas, was also not included
on the family memorial, as he had emigrated. Before doing so, he had studied farming
practice on various estates in England and Scotland. His brother Thomas was granted
the right to administer their father’s estate in August 1821, and George Henry
subsequently emigrated from Liverpool and is recorded on arrival at New York, on 21
November 1821.11 In March 1822 he bought a 98-acre estate in Holmesburg, now a
part of Philadelphia.12 This incorporated an early colonial burial ground, which survives
to this day, and includes a memorial to Thomas Holme, William Penn’s surveyor, who
mapped the state and also designed the grid plan on which Philadelphia was based –
and who gave his name to Holmesburg.13 George Henry put his own stamp on the area,
naming his estate Longford. Part of the estate survives today as part of a public park – as
does the burial ground, which also has a memorial to Walker – and the Longford name
survives today in an adjoining street name, Longford Street.
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item/11764 for whole
map)
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Having bought the estate, he may have travelled to study farming again, since the
following year he married Marianne Heming, who lived in Columbia, South Carolina,
which was more than six hundred miles further south.14 Walker is believed to have
built the farmhouse on the estate, captured in a much later photograph. He was said to
have founded one of the first farm schools in the United States, taking in several young
men at a time.15 He made his estate much more productive, and submitted letters,
particularly to the Farmers’ Register in which he enthused about subjects such as crop
rotation (he favoured an eight-year rotation) and the use of animal and bone manure.16
The letters show he also objected strongly to the Malthusian principles favoured by his
brother.17 However, there is no suggestion that the brothers were personally opposed.
His elder brother had left him a legacy of £2,000 in his will,18 while it seems it must
have been George Henry who published a Pennsylvania edition19 of a selection from The
Original a year after his brother’s death.
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George Henry was not afraid to voice his opinions, whether on agriculture or
economics, or defending protectionism or slavery – he kept no slaves but declared ‘I
am no abolitionist’.20 Friction sometimes resulted. In 1825, he signed an agreement to
protect the unfenced burial ground21 but his cattle continued to graze there, breaking
some gravestones, until a society was formed to fence it.22 He appears to have been a
hospitable person, not only taking in farmer pupils but orphans as well.23 Ironically,
his death in 1838 left a widow with two children who were classed as orphans.24 The
estate was sold in 1846 by his widow, it seems because the son had decided to go west.
However, the son died soon afterwards, shortly followed by his widow.25
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The UK census for 1841 and 1851 shows George Henry’s daughter Louisa Letitia
Walker staying with her uncle in Stretford. She is recorded travelling back to the United
States in 184326 but must have come back that same year, as a letter she wrote to the
Manchester Guardian following her uncle’s death in 1875 states that she acted as his
housekeeper for eleven years27 and, as we shall see, her uncle had to give up his house
and estate in 1854. She had to return in 1846, when her signature was needed for the
sale of the estate.
Charles James Stanley Walker (1788–1875)28 outlived his two brothers by nearly forty
years. He was born in 1788 and baptised later that year with names that reflected the
then elevated status of his father. Thomas senior was friends with Charles James Fox –
and indeed was admitted to the Whig Club in that same year – while Fox and the earl
of Derby (whose family name was Stanley) both acted as godfathers. His niece’s letter
makes clear he did not immediately enter public life on leaving school but spent much
time in Norfolk through the hospitality of his father’s friend, Coke of Norfolk, later
Lord Leicester, and owner of Holkham Hall. Coke arranged for his largest farmer to
give him training – no doubt including crop rotation, an estate speciality.
Although Charles did not inherit the Longford estate until his elder brother’s
death in 1836, his keen interest in horticulture was already evident. Thomas junior – for
whom there is no record of such an interest – had moved to London by 1829. In 1831,
the editor of the Gardening Times, J.C. Loudon, singled out Charles’s garden as the one
‘in which we have seen the best [fruit-tree] crops, both on the walls and standards.’29
Later that year, Loudon printed a letter from George Henry and added a note that
‘We wish this ingenious writer could see the fruit tree borders in his brother’s garden at
Longford, near Manchester.’30 George Henry had only emigrated ten years earlier, so
clearly Charles had been making changes.
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There was much to occupy Charles given the substantial estate, which was part
farm and part gardens. He was known to have planted trees, and the OS 1-inch map,
surveyed 1838–40, suggests the boundary was being planted with trees, work completed
by the time of the OS 6-inch map surveyed in 1845.31
Charles was very keen on growing plants, and his niece’s 1875 letter says ‘he
was even more celebrated for the growth of rhododendrons, peaches, strawberries,
pears, cucumbers than he was for kraut [cabbage]’.32 He had a particular interest in
straight cucumbers. Loudon’s Encyclopedia of Gardening (1835) lists a specific variety,
as ‘Longford, handsome, originated at Longford, near Manchester, the seat of C F
[sic] S Walker, and grown there sometimes to a length of 27 inches.’33 Loudon had
visited Walker in 1831 and had seen a cucumber, ‘a perfectly straight fruit, measuring
39in.’, which he thought was ‘Walker’s Improved Variety’.34 Charles’s horticultural
interests extended into the public sphere as well. He and a fellow council member of
the Manchester Botanical and Horticultural Society produced a report in 1830 on fruit
trees,35 which helped set out the basis for the creation of Manchester Botanical Gardens
the following year.
Charles was an active public figure in a variety of ways. Though he did not share
his father’s over-riding passion for politics, he did take a particular interest. Various
obituary notices repeat the description of him as ‘an ardent Manchester Liberal in its
agitations, 1830 to 1848’, though his niece in 1875 strongly refuted the suggestion that
he was a radical like his father. She described him as ‘a staunch and enthusiastic Liberal
of the old school’.36
What do we know of his political activity? He chaired a public meeting in
Manchester in 1832, called in support of the Great Reform Bill, and was one of the
first to voice support for Richard Cobden’s call for Manchester to be incorporated
as a borough. He stood as a candidate in 1838 for the first city council elections, for
New Cross ward, the only one of the fifteen wards where there was an actual contest.
He and his five fellow pro-incorporation candidates were elected, defeating six antiincorporation candidates described by the Manchester Guardian as ‘ultra radicals’.37
Following his election as a Manchester councillor, and then alderman in 1838, he
remained in both roles until 1855. He was an enthusiastic supporter of the free-trade
cause, right from the beginning of the Manchester Anti-Corn Law Association. In
October 1838, he was listed as one of the members of its provisional committee while
in January 1839 he was elected vice-president.38 In February 1839, he was writing letters
to George Wilson, reporting on meetings he was attending in London, for example,
‘Old Boultby [Boultbee] from Birmingham arrived yesterday & inflicted a long and
injudicious speech upon us & actually asserted that the Corn Laws had made corn
cheaper.’39 He also became a member of the Anti-Corn Law League council. He was
an active participant at meetings, and canvassed for the unsuccessful Anti-Corn Law
League candidate in the South Lancashire by-election of 1844.40 He was also present at
the final meeting of the League in 1846.41
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It seems his motivation was public service rather than politics as such, and this
comes over in his obituary in the Manchester Guardian.42 In 1840, he was elected as a
police commissioner, in another contested election where the anti-incorporation radicals
were defeated. He was elected as a member of the Manchester Board of Guardians, from
its inception in 1841, and acted as chairman from 1843 through to 1855. He became a
magistrate in 1839 and continued to act in this role (though less so in his later years) up
till his death in 1875, and also acted as a justice of the peace for Lancashire.

Oil painting of
Charles James Stanley
Walker, by George
Patten (Manchester
Town Hall, via Art
UK website)

Charles reached the pinnacle of his career in 1852, when the town council voted
to accept the gift of an oil painting of him. Thomas Potter had organised a subscription
list, and it was evident that Charles was highly regarded, by both subscribers and indeed
town councillors. The artist was George Patten (1801–65), who frequently exhibited
his works at the Royal Academy and who was noted for his portraits, with subjects
such as Prince Albert, Thomas Telford and Richard Cobden. The painting still hangs in
the State Rooms at Manchester Town Hall.
However, over the next three years, Charles suffered an abrupt reversal of fortune,
ending with having to give up his Longford estate (and a newly built mansion) in
1854, then being imprisoned for debt in 1855 and then resigning his positions with
Manchester Council and the Board of Guardians. How had this come about?
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Though Charles was very well liked, it seems he didn’t really have a head for
business. In his insolvency proceedings, he was described as ‘never in business’, and his
niece’s 1875 letter43 refutes the suggestion in the Manchester Guardian obituary that
he had ‘a short but unsatisfactory trial of business.’44 The letter did add that he had
expressed regret that he had not been trained to it in early life. She went on to explain
that his only connection with commerce was through an annuity he had inherited from
his father connected to Bradford Colliery. This explains why a report of his election as a
police commissioner in 1840 referred to him as ‘coal proprietor, Bradford Road’.45
However, it seems highly likely there was indeed a ‘brief trial of business’. A
Charles Walker, calico merchant, was a founder member of the Manchester Botanical
and Horticultural Society in 1827, paying a hereditary subscription of £25.46 Pigot &
Co’s directory of 1829 lists a Charles Walker, calico merchant, in Newton. There are five
other entries for a Charles Walker but none with an occupation suggesting they could
have afforded a £25 subscription. It seems implausible that this is not the Charles James
Stanley Walker who, as a committee member of the Botanical and Horticultural Society,
co-produced a report on fruit trees in December 1830. However, after this date, Charles
is generally referred to as a gentleman.
He would of course have derived an income from his estate, after inheriting it
from his brother Thomas in 1836. One of the few facts known about his management
of the estate was that he replaced the previous farmhouse and built a mansion, which
was in turn knocked down by John Rylands (1801–88) after he bought the estate in
1855.
The first Longford Hall,
built by Charles James
Stanley Walker sometime
between 1840 and 1845.
The image can be dated
to 1847, as the original
lithograph has been
signed by T.M. Fisher
[Thomas Makin Fisher],
who advertised the hall
and estate for auction
in 1847 (Longford
Hall 1847, Manchester
Local Image Collection
m67487, Manchester
Libraries, Information
and Archives)

Remarkably, an illustration of his mansion survives in the form of a lithograph
held by Manchester Libraries, a digital copy of which is to be found on their Local
Images Collection website.47 The website gives the ‘creator’ as T.M. Fisher, whose name
appears on the image. Thomas Makin Fisher was a Stretford resident who had become
an auctioneer in about 1840 and was advertising Longford Hall, and estate, for auction
in 1847.
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Advertisement by
T.M. Fisher for the
sale of Longford Hall
by auction, Manchester
Guardian, 22 May
1847, p. 12

There is no record of Fisher being an artist, and it seems certain that his name
only appears because he was the auctioneer – which conveniently dates the image to
1847. The image does have a credit at the bottom right to ‘T Physick lith.’ This was
evidently Thomas Physick, born in Lancaster in 1808, a lithographer recorded in
Manchester directories and rate books from 1833 to 1849, mainly trading in King
Street though later in Pall Mall. A lithograph reproduces an existing image so while
it is possible Thomas made the original drawing, it is more likely to have been his
brother William. William is recorded in the 1841 census for Salford as a ‘lithographic
draughtsman’ and a notice of his death in 1850 records him as an artist.

Memorial to Thomas
Makin Fisher, at
Heaton Chapel, St
Thomas. Fisher married
his second wife at this
church in 1856, having
relocated his business
to Levenshulme
(picture by author,
with permission)
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When was the hall built? OS map evidence suggests the mansion was built
between 1840 and 1845. The 1-inch map published in 1840 shows a farmhouse-type
arrangement but the 6-inch map surveyed in 1845 shows a building whose shape
matches that shown on the 1847 lithograph. Having only recently built a mansion, on
an estate which had been in his family for fifty years, why did Charles put the mansion
and estate up for auction in 1847? Why indeed did he take out a mortgage of £3,000 in
April 1845?
The mansion may have been a factor but it was about this time Charles was
caught up with the railway mania that was sweeping the country, and his name was
associated with three different schemes. All three schemes failed, with only one being
the subject of a petition to parliament in 1845, which went no further, and none of the
schemes was advertised after 1845. His heaviest financial commitment is likely to have
been the only one where he was listed as a director, from the earliest prospectus issued
in June 1845.48 Indeed, we know from a parliamentary register of railway subscribers
that he subscribed £2,000.49

List of those subscribing
£2,000 or more to
railway subscription
contracts: return of 1846,
p. 295. The number
76 against the name of
Charles James Sturley
[sic] Walker refers to the
Chester and Manchester
Direct Railway, noted
on p. 321 (House of
Commons Parliamentary
Papers Online, Proquest)
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The scheme was the Chester and Manchester Direct Railway, which was intended
to connect Chester to Manchester via Frodsham and the valley of the Mersey. The
earliest prospectus was based on the idea that Chester would become a busy port again,
thanks to the construction of a sixteen-mile ship canal, under a scheme not yet brought
forward. Within a month, the prospectus had changed, and the canal idea replaced by
a proposed branch line from Chester to the new docks then being built at Birkenhead.
The railway was never built and the company was wound up in December 1850,50 with
subscribers only receiving 10 percent of their investment back.
Charles continued in residence after the auction in 1847 (if it took place) but it is
clear his financial problems were increasing. Between August and December 1850, the
size of the mortgage increased three times, to a total of £6,000. Several further charges
were then made on the estate, totalling £1,250, and then the property was put up for
auction once more, in 1852, though again not sold.

John Rylands built
this lodge on Ryebank
Road in 1881 but it
incorporates an earlier
one-up one-down
house, seen here on the
left, believed to be a
cottage built by Charles
Walker, noted as part
of the estate in auction
adverts of 1852 and
1854 but not noted
in 1847. Courtesy of
owner, John O’Hare

Insolvency followed, when Charles conveyed all his real estate and effects on 9
August 1854 to the trustees of his creditors, Revd William Birley of Chorlton cum
Hardy, clerk, and Francis Robinson of Prestwich, gentleman. The estate was advertised
to let (with vacant possession) on 9 September. The estate was again put up for auction
in December but did not finally change hands until it was sold to John Rylands in
November 1855, for £8,900. Rylands could well afford this, being already the largest
textile merchant in Manchester, and indeed a millionaire. His previous home had been
in Ardwick Green but as with many others at the time, he looked to move to a more
rural location, outside the city, but with easy access to it, which was provided in the
form of a railway opened in 1849, the Manchester, South Junction and Altrincham
Railway.
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Meanwhile, Charles and his niece – who had been his housekeeper for eleven
years – both needed to find a new home in 1854. Eleven days before the estate was
advertised to let, Louisa married a prominent physician, Eason Wilkinson, and moved
to Gore Street, Greenheys in Chorlton upon Medlock. Charles seems to have moved
in too, since his re-election to the Board of Guardians in March 1855 describes him
as of Greenheys. Moreover, he is described as ‘late of Gore Street, Greenheys’ when in
June 1855 he was listed as a prisoner at Lancaster gaol, the Court of Insolvent Debtors
discharging his case that month.51
Life had changed dramatically for Walker, from an apparent high point in
1852, when his portrait was presented to the Council, to losing his estate and home in
1854 and resigning as councillor and alderman and also as chairman of the Board of
Guardians in 1855. In the 1861 and the 1871 census, Charles is living as a lodger with
Ann Stanley, a widowed school mistress, in Lloyd Street, also in the Greenheys area.
In both, his occupation is given as magistrate. Though he had given up his roles with
the Council and the Board of Guardians, he continued to act and indeed remained
assiduous as a magistrate, only deciding to largely step back around 1867–8. He was
known to take a kindly view in many cases. Bosdin Leech says that when he felt obliged
to send a wage earner of a family to prison, and knew this would leave the wife and
children destitute, he would quietly send them money from his own pocket to help with
maintenance.52 His niece clearly had a high regard for him but he does seem to have
been well regarded by many others.
Like his brother Thomas, Charles died unmarried and with no children, in 1875,
leaving George Henry’s daughter, Louisa, and her six children by Dr Eason Wilkinson
as the sole survivors of that family line. A love of gardening seems to have run in the
family, as her eldest child, Fanny Rollo Wilkinson (1855–1951) was a pioneer female
landscape designer, designing Vauxhall Park and many public gardens in London.53
In conclusion, the high profile career of Thomas Walker senior may be thought
to have overshadowed that of his three sons. Indeed, the obituaries of all three reference
the father, with much of Charles’s obituary taken up with his father, even though he
had died nearly sixty years before. George Henry’s obituary particularly emphasised the
impact of his father’s treatment.54 All three however did carve out distinctive careers.
Like his father, Thomas is the subject of an article in the Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, George Henry was a pioneer agriculturist in the United States, while
Charles’s long and active career was highlighted by a portrait which is still kept in a
prime location in Manchester Town Hall.
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Author’s note
Acknowledgments are owed to the following. The section on George Henry Walker
draws heavily on the information provided by Joseph J. Menkevich and Fred Moore,
both of Philadelphia, who were respectively the nominator and a contributor to the
nomination of the Holme-Crispin Burial Ground (see footnote 13). They kindly
supplied me with more information than could be used, including plans of various
dates, and deeds for the disposal of the Walker Longford estate in 1846.
I had first come across the little known George Henry Walker in Joy Uings’s
PhD.55 The thesis was particularly useful in pointing to horticultural references. Note
that the Biodiversity Heritage Library, https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/, provides
access to all the horticultural and agricultural periodicals cited in this article.
I am also indebted to Bill Sumner, a fellow Stretford resident, who first suggested
the identification of the original Longford Hall, and to Manchester Libraries’ Jane Parr,
who arranged to retrieve the original image from storage, down a salt mine, and scan it.
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